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University of Delaware 

Education 
 

2024 

Ph.D., Urban Affairs and Public Policy 
Specialization: Health Policy 

Dissertation: "Opioid Prescribing Policies of States with High Rates of Opioid 
Related Deaths: A 2020 Profile" 

 

University of Delaware 
Social Psychology (Ph.D., no degree transferred) 

Specializations: Social Neuroscience, Bias and Stereotyping 

Montclair State University 
M. A., Psychology 
Specialization: Experimental Psychology 

Montclair State University 
B. A., Psychology, Cum Laude 
Minor: Biology 

Manor College 

A. S., Veterinary Technology 

 

2012-2016 

 
2012 

 

 
2010 

 

 
2003 

 

Honors and Awards 

Graduate Student of Distinction, University of Delaware 
(Award for African American, Latinx, & Multi-racial graduate 
students with a minimum GPA of 3.75) 

Center for the Study of Diversity Faculty Scholars Grant 

“The Impact of Interleukin 1β Polymorphisms on Vulnerability to 
Threat Effects and Subsequent Health” 

SPSP Diversity Fund Graduate Travel Award 

Alpha Epsilon Lambda (Honor Society for Graduate Students) 

Graduate Assistantship (Competitive Award) 

Phi Theta Kappa (Scholastic Honor Society) 

Peer Reviewed Publications 

 

2015 
 

 
2015 

 
 

 

2015 

Spring 2012 

2010-2012 

Spring 2001 

mailto:kqd5603@psu.edu
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Duran, K. A. (in prep). Relationship Between the Degree of 

Governance Fragmentation and Rates of Suicide: A Multi-State 

County Level Investigation 

Kramer, R., Duran K., Soder, H., Applegate, L., Youssef, A., Criscione, M., & 
Keenan, J. P. (2020). The special brain: Subclinical grandiose narcissism 

and self-face recognition in the right prefrontal cortex. American Journal of 

Psychology. 

Duran, K., O'Halloran, H., Soder, H., Yasin, S., Kramer, R., Rosen, S., Brenya, J., 

Chavarria, K., Savitska, L., & Keenan, J. P. (2020). The Medial Prefrontal 

Cortex: A potential link between self-deception and affect. International 

Journal of Neuroscience. 

Forbes, C. E., Amey, R., Magerman, A., Duran, K. A., Liu, M. (2018). 

Stereotype-based stressors facilitate emotional memory neural network 
connectivity and encoding of negative information to degrade math self- 
perceptions among women. Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 

13(7). 

Forbes, C. E., Duran, K. A., Leitner, J. B., & Magerman, A. (2015). 

Stereotype threatening contexts enhance encoding of negative feedback to 
engender underperformance and anxiety. Social Cognition, 33(6), 605- 625. 

Forbes, C. E., Leitner, J. B., Jordan, K.*, Magerman, A., Schmader, T., & Allen, J. J. 

B. (2015). Spontaneous default mode network phase locking moderates 
performance perceptions under stereotype threat. Social Cognitive and Affective 
Neuroscience, 10(7), 994-1002. 

Pardo, J. S., Jordan, K., Mallari, R., Scanlon, C., & Lewandowski, E. (2013). 

Phonetic Convergence in Shadowed Speech: The Relation Between Acoustic 
and Perceptual Measures. Journal of Memory and Language, 69, 183-195. 

Amati, F., Oh, H., Kwan, V., Jordan, K., & Keenan, J. (2010). Overclaiming and the 

Medial Prefrontal Cortex: A Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation Study. Cognitive 
Neuroscience, 1(4), 268-276. 

 
*Some work under name Kelly A. Jordan 

 

Reports and Chapters  
 

Barnes, P., Duran, K., & Akiba, K. (2019). A gap analysis of Delaware's federal 
consistency policies. Newark, DE: Institute for Public Administration. 

 
DE SIM State-led Evaluation Team (2018) Delaware State Innovation Model (DE 

SIM) State-Led Evaluation for AY3: Full Report. 

 
DE SIM State-led Evaluation Team (2018) Delaware State Innovation Model (DE SIM) 

State-Led Evaluation Quarterly Report (Q4). 

 
DE SIM State-led Evaluation Team (2017) Delaware State Innovation Model (DE SIM) 

State-Led Evaluation Quarterly Report (Q3). 

 
DE SIM State-led Evaluation Team (2017) Delaware State Innovation Model (DE 

SIM) State-Led Evaluation Quarterly Report (Q2). 
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DE SIM State-led Evaluation Team (2017) Delaware State Innovation Model (DE SIM) 
State-Led Evaluation Quarterly Report (Q1). 

  
DE SIM State-led Evaluation Team (2017) Delaware State Innovation Model (DE SIM) 

State-Led Evaluation for AY2: Full Report. 

 
Magerman, A., Forbes, C. E., Splan, E., & Duran-Jordan, K. (2015). Social 

knowledge. In Brain Mapping: An Encyclopedic Reference. 

 

Presentations 

DE SIM State-led Evaluation Team (2017) Delaware State Innovation Model (DE 

SIM): State-led Evaluation: Evaluation YR1 Preliminary Results. Presented to 
Delaware Healthcare Commission, Dover, DE, February 14, 2017. 

Duran-Jordan, K.A., Magerman, A., Forbes, C.E. (2015). Phase-Locking During 
Perspective Taking Predicts Enhanced Prediction Accuracy For Counter- 

Stereotypic Choices In Outgroup Members. Poster presented at the Eighth 
Annual Meeting of the Social and Affective Neuroscience Society, Boston, MA, 

April 23-25, 2015. 

Duran-Jordan, K.A., Magerman, A., Forbes, C.E. (2015). Increased Self- 

Enhancement Modulates Neural Responses to Social Identity Threatening 
Information. Poster Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Social 

and Personality Psychology, Long Beach, CA, February 26-28, 2015. 

Duran-Jordan, K.A., Magerman, A.B., Forbes, C.E. (2014). Learning to Loathe: 
Stereotype Threat Promotes Aversive Responses Towards STEM Domains. Poster 
Presented at the Fifth Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Neuroscience, 

Washington, D.C., November 13-14, 2014. 

Forbes, C. E., Jordan, K., Magerman, A., & Leitner, J. (2014). Unforgettable: 
Stereotype Threat Engenders Enhanced Coding of Negative Feedback to 
Undermine Performance. Paper Presented at the Seventh Annual Meeting of the 

Social and Affective Neuroscience Society, Denver, CO, April 9-11, 2014. 

Duran-Jordan, K. A., Magerman, A., Splan, E., & Forbes, C. E. (2014). Stereotype 
Threat Promotes Aversive Responses to STEM Domains: An Attentional Blink 

Investigation. Poster Presented at the Seventh 
Annual Meeting of the Social and Affective Neuroscience Society, Denver, CO, 
April 9-11, 2014. 

Duran-Jordan, K. A., Magerman, A., & Forbes, C. E. (2014). Phase Locking During 
Perspective Taking Predicts Enhanced Encoding of Counter- Stereotypical 

Information and Prediction Accuracy for Outgroup Members. Poster Presented 

at the 21st Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Neuroscience Society, Boston, MA, 

April 5-8, 2014. 

Jordan, K. A., Magerman, A., & Forbes, C. E. (2013). Phase Locking During 
Perspective Taking Predicts Prediction Accuracy for Outgroup Members. Poster 

Presented at the Second Annual Delaware Neuroscience Symposium, Newark, 
DE, December 6, 2013. 

Jordan, K. A., Magerman, A., & Forbes, C. (2013). Perspective Taking Enhances 
Encoding of Counter-Stereotypical Information and Subsequent Prediction 
Accuracy for Outgroup Members. Poster presented at Sixth Annual Meeting of 
the Social and Affective Neuroscience Society, San Francisco, California, April 

12-13, 2013. 
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Leitner, J. B., Jordan, K., Magerman, A., & Forbes, C. (2013). Default Network 
Phase Locking Modulates Performance Perceptions Under Stereotype Threat. 

Poster presented at Sixth Annual Meeting of the Social and Affective 
Neuroscience Society, San Francisco, California, April 12- 13, 2013. 

Magerman, A., Deegan, M., Jordan, K., Hehman, E., Forbes, C., Gaertner, S., & 
Kuhlman, M. (2013). On the Evolution and Dissolution of Trust Between 
Outgroup Members. Poster presented at Sixth Annual Meeting of the Social 

and Affective Neuroscience Society, San Francisco, California, April, 12-13, 
2013. 

Pardo, J. S., Jordan, K., Mallari, R., Scanlon, C., & Lewandowski, E. (2012). 

Phonetic convergence in shadowed speech: If you say potahto, do I say 
potahto? Poster presented at the 53rd Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic 
Society, Minneapolis, Minnesota; November 17, 2012. 

Pardo, J. S., Jordan, K., Mallari, R., Scanlon, C., & Lewandowski, E. (2012). 
Phonetic convergence in shadowed speech: Phonological neighborhoods, 
individual differences, and the relation between acoustic and perceptual 

measures. Paper presented at the first International Symposium on Imitation & 
Convergence in Speech, Aix-en- Provence, France; September 3, 2012. 

Jordan, K., Soder, H., Kramer, R., & Keenan, J.P. (2011). Depression and Self- 
Enhancement: A Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation Study Examining the Dorsal 

Lateral Prefrontal Cortex and Affective Self-Illusions. Poster presented at the 
Second Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Neuroscience, Washington, 

District of Columbia, November 10-11, 2011. 

Kramer, R., Tambone, S., Soder, H., Jordan, K., & Keenan, J. P. (2011) Body Image 

and the Medial Prefrontal Cortex. Paper presented at the Second Annual Meeting 
of the Society for Social Neuroscience, Washington, District of Columbia, 

November 10-11, 2011. 

Soder, H., Jordan, K., Kramer, R., & Keenan, J.P. (2011) Hijacking Freewill: 
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation and Decision Making. Poster presented at the 

Second Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Neuroscience, Washington, 
District of Columbia, November 10-11, 2011. 

Pardo, J. S., Jordan, K., Mallari, R., Scanlon, C., Lewandowski, E., & Ode, C. (2011) 
The Influence of Phonological Neighborhood on Phonetic Convergence in 
Shadowed Speech. Poster presented at the 52nd annual meeting of the 

Psychonomic Society, Seattle, WA, November 3-6, 2011. 

Jordan, K., Kramer, R., Soder, H., & Keenan, J.P. (2011). Disruption of the Medial 
Prefrontal Cortex: Implications for the Self in Clinical Depression. Poster 

presented at the Second Annual Penn Conference on Clinical Neuroscience and 
Society, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 22-24, 2011. 

Kramer, R., Jordan, K., Soder, H., & Keenan, J.P. (2011). The Evolution of a Special 
Brain: Neural Correlates of Self-Recognition in Narcissism. Poster presented at 
the Second Annual Penn Conference on Clinical Neuroscience and Society, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 22-24, 2011. 

Jordan, K., Soder, H., Keenan, J. (2010). Depression, Evolution, the Brain and Self- 
Enhancement. Paper presented at the Fourth Annual Meeting of the 
Northeastern Evolutionary Psychology Society, New Paltz, New York, March 28, 

2010. 
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Professional and Research Experience 

 
Policy Researcher, Center for Demography and Survey Research    Sept. 2019-May 2020 

Biden School of Public Policy and Administration, University of Delaware 
Client: City of Newark, Delaware 
 

▪ Assist in the creation, implementation and evaluation of youth civic involvement 
program for City of Newark Council  

o Provided technical assistance as needed to town council members  
o Conducted Interviews and community interest assessments 
o Created surveys and analyzed data 
o Facilitated engagement opportunities (i.e. council member shadowing and 

youth program members participation in limited policy deliberations) 

 
Evaluator, Institute for Public Administration June2019-Aug.2019 
Biden School of Public Policy and Administration, University of Delaware 
Client: Delaware State Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) 

▪ 3 person team  

▪ Evaluated the policies of the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control (DNREC) for alignment with state law 

o Conducted qualitative policy analysis on all state legislative and 
regulatory policy documents for conflicts with existing DNREC policies 

o Provided recommendations to for updates 
▪ Evaluated DNREC policies for compliance with and alignment to federal 

environmental regulatory policies 
o Conducted policy analysis 
o Submitted suggestions to bring DE’s Federal Consistency Policy and 

Procedures for Delaware Coastal Management Program into 
compliance with federal regulations 

▪ Translated DNREC’s goals into ex nihilo conservation policy recommendations 
with model language and content   

o Conducted Needs Assessment to identify gaps between desired policy 
outcomes and current policies 

o Conducted Cost, Benefit Analysis  

o Provided potential policy interventions including legislative levers, 
mechanisms of enforcement, appropriate scientific sources, and 
example provisions enacted by other states as available 

▪ Recommended reorganization of Federal Consistency Policies for ease of 
consumption and further accessibility compliance 

▪ Co-authored report for DNREC 

 
Policy Researcher, Center for Community Research and Service  June 2018-Sept. 2018 

Biden School of Public Policy and Administration, University of Delaware 

Client: Delaware Health and Social Services 

▪ Preformed statistical analysis on Delaware State Medical Claims and 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Data related to opioid overdose deaths and opioid 
prescribing practices 

▪ Prepared and presented analytical findings for DHSS 

▪ Authored white papers on the opioid epidemic for website of Delaware 
Department of Health and Social Services 

o 3 versions 

• Brief overview for non-healthcare professionals 
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• In-depth subject matter reader for non-healthcare professionals that 
included antecedents, current state, trends and challenges (medical 
and policy) 

• In-depth subject matter reader for medical professionals (had additional 
information on opioid tolerance, physiological dependency, cyp450 
polymorphisms, neuroscience of pain, chronic pain, and opioid 
medications, ties with depression and suicide)  

Evaluator, Center for Community Research and Service    Sept. 2016- Aug. 2019 
Biden School of Public Policy and Administration, University of Delaware 
Client: Concept Solutions  

▪ Core evaluation team member for a multimillion-dollar health focused federal-
state, public-private policy interventions: Delaware State Innovation Model 

(DE SIM). 

▪ Designed research studies for comparative evaluations of health-focused policy 
interventions. 

▪ Conducted participant observation, key informant interviews, pulse check 
interviews, document searches, and policy/regulation reviews 

▪ Developed project specific monitoring instruments to track implementation progress 
using over 50 project milestones, 200 outputs and stakeholder engagement 

benchmarks. 

▪ Built relationships with stakeholders across sectors to facilitate information 
sharing and participation in evaluation related tasks 

▪ Co-authored and co-presented evaluation findings for a general public audience 
at New Castle County Town Hall Style Meeting at request of Governor’s Office 

▪ Co-authored 11 written reports for various state agencies and the governor’s office 

▪ Co-authored and presented research briefs (2) and evaluation findings (5) prepared 

for Delaware Health and Social Services, Delaware Health Care Commission and UD 

Partnership for Healthy Communities 

 

Graduate Researcher, University of Delaware, Sept. 2012 – May 2016 

Forbes Social Neuroscience Lab 

 

▪ Synthesized complex literature into measurable research questions 

▪ Independently created research materials & protocols, analyzed & evaluated data 
(questionnaire, behavioral, health, neural/Electroencephalography, i.e. EEG, and 
genetic data) 

▪ Collaborated with colleagues by creating measures, analyzing data, and revising 
manuscripts 

▪ Communicated findings by presenting at conferences and writing manuscripts 

▪ Co-authored three peer-reviewed publications, a successful grant application, and 
an encyclopedia chapter 

 

Lab Manager, University of Delaware, Sept. 2012- May 2016 

Forbes Social Neuroscience Lab 

 
▪ Led team of 10-20 research assistants, provided supervision, training, 

and scheduling 

▪ IRB protocol management- initial submissions, revisions, updates, reporting, 
compliance training, data management 

▪ Ensured all institutional protocols and Federal grant protocols were adhered to 
▪ Procured specialized research equipment, processed participant payments, NSF 

grant budget management 
▪ Acted as liaison with outside agencies 
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▪ Facilitated discussion of sensitive issues such as unconscious bias, prejudice, 
and discrimination with a diverse lab group 

 
Lab Manager, Montclair State University, Sept. 2011- Aug. 2012 

Pardo Speech Communication Lab 

 

▪ Managed team of 6 research assistants, including supervision, training, and 
scheduling 

▪ Facilitated use of appropriate data analytic techniques 

▪ Co-authored peer-reviewed publication 

 
Graduate Assistant, Montclair State University, Sept. 2010 - May 2012 

Pardo Speech Communication Lab 

▪ Independently created materials, analyzed & evaluated data (questionnaire and 
behavioral) 

▪ Recruited participants 

▪ Competitive paid position (5 awarded annually) 

Researcher, Montclair State University, Sept. 2009- Aug. 2012 

Keenan Cognitive Neuroimaging Lab 

▪ Independently produced materials & protocols, analyzed & evaluated data 

(questionnaire, behavioral, neural/transcranial magnetic stimulation i.e. TMS) 
▪ Work in partnership with colleagues by generating measures, analyzing data, and 

revising manuscripts 
▪ Conveyed findings by presenting at conferences and writing manuscripts 

▪ Co-authored peer-reviewed publications 

 

Teaching Experience 
 

Assistant Teaching Professor, Pennsylvania State University           Spring 2024-Present 

School of Public Policy, University Park Campus 

▪ Full-time faculty member with voting rights 

▪ Teaches and designs courses 

▪ Student mentorship   

Graduate Courses Taught  

The Policy Process—PPOL 801 

Public Finance and Budgeting—PPOL 808 

Disability Policy—PPOL 897 

Undergraduate Courses Taught 

Special Seminar: Health Policy— PUBPL 482  

Leadership in Public Policy— PUBPL 305 

State, Society, Public Policy —PUBPL 120N 

▪ Interdisciplinary Core Course that meets breadth requirements for multiple majors 

 

Instructor, University of Delaware 

Changing the World and Public Policy- UAPP 110       Fall 2021 

Guest Lecturer, University of Delaware Changing the World and Public 
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Policy- UAPP 110 

“The Opioid Crisis: Prescription Drugs, Addiction, Policy, & Status”     Fall2018 

 “The Opioid Crisis: Going Beyond the Soundbites and Headlines”    Fall 2017 

 
Instructor, University of Delaware    Summer 2016 

Measurement and Statistics- PSYC 209 

Teaching Assistant, University of Delaware Fall 2012-Spring 2013 

Introduction to Psychology- PSYC 100 Fall & Spring Semesters 

▪ 300-person auditorium style class 

Teaching Assistant, Montclair State University Spring2012 

Special Topics in Biology: Neuroimaging -BIOL 486 

Guest Lecturer, Montclair State University 

Special Topics in Biology: Neuropsychology-BIOL 486 Spring 2012 

“The Neuroscience of Stigma” 

Physiological Psychology-PSYC 305 Fall 2011 

“The Neural Correlates of Self” 

Pedagogical Training 

Digital Accessibility: Certificate Jan. 2021 

Teaching Practicum: Seminar Fall 2012 

 
Service 

 
Faculty Mentor, Penn State School of Public Policy Student Journal                   Spring 2025 
 

Member, School of Public Policy Undergraduate Committee       Sept. 2025- Present 
 

Member, DEBI Committee       Sept. 2025- Present 
 

Member, School of Public Policy Graduate Committee     Jan 2024- Sept. 2025 
 

Student Mentoring         Jan 2024-Present 
 

Biden School Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Working Group June 2020-Winter 2021 

▪ Volunteer member of the Retention and Success sub-group 

▪ Examined issues related to the retention and success of underrepresented groups 
within the Biden School with a particular focus on BIPOC individuals 

▪ Prepared and presented recommendations for public comment in townhall forum and 
for consideration by Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion standing committee 

Associate Editor, Biden School Journal of Public Policy 2018 

(formerly NVPA-New Visions in Public Affairs) 

▪ Student run peer reviewed publication 
▪ Evaluated some submissions as received (i.e. desk rejection, r&r, acceptance) 
▪ Blind reviewer for submissions 

Student Mentoring 2012-2019 
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▪ Organized Informal Workshops for undergraduate students interested in graduate 
school 

o Organized informal Q&A sessions with current Ph.D. students and post- 
doctoral appointees 

o Set-up mock interviews 
 

▪ Provided 1st Round feedback on graduate application essay materials to 
undergraduates 

▪ Informal Advisement on methods and statistics for Undergraduate Honor’s Thesis and 

Master’s Thesis students 
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